
Feature Writing/Narrative Writing
Grade Levels: 3-5, 6-8

Topic: 2015 is the Year of the Worker in Pueblo - Honoring Everyday Heroes  
A worker can encompass many different jobs including a doctor, welder, teacher, your mom and your dad. 
Write a feature story about: 
	 •	a	person	who	has	impressed	you	or	changed	your	life	because	the	work	they	do.	Tell	us	why	they	are	 
   could be considered an Everyday Hero
	 •	a	real	person	in	your	life	with	an	unusual	job	or	hobby

Discussion/Lesson
In newspapers, feature stories focus on people, giving the reader 
facts, but trying to entertain the reader at the same time. WHEN 
the story happened is not as important as WHO was involved and 
WHAT happened. 
feature stories include interesting details, describing words and lots 
of quotes. feature stories are similar to narrative writing.

   1. find and read a feature story from The Pueblo Chieftain. Write  
       the headline here.

   2. Why do you think the reporter chose this person as the subject  
       for a feature story?  
       

   

   
   3. Write a quote from the story. 

   

   4. List some of the action verbs and describing words from  
       the story.  

Preparation of Entry
•	 Typed or neatly written in ink.
•	 Between 300 and 500 words 
Judging Criteria
•	 feature writing / narrative style
•	 mechanics & grammar
•	 creativity   
•	 clarity 
Awards
A	first,	second	and	third	place	winner	will	be	selected	for	publication	in	 
The	Classroom	Chieftain	on	May	16,	2015.	Winners	will	also	receive	cash	prizes	for	the	following	amounts:	$25	for	first	place,	$15	for	second	place,	$10	for	
third place. Honorable mentions will be published in The Classroom Chieftain where space allows. 
Entry Information
•	 Each entry must be properly labeled. Have your students print the information on the provided labels and attach (staple) it to the back 

of their work. One label for an entire group of entries will NOT be accepted. 
•	 All entries become the property of the Newspapers in Education Department of The Pueblo Chieftain. 
•	 All entries must be postmarked or hand-delivered to The Chieftain no later than March 31. Hand-delivered entries will be submitted at 

the	Classified	Desk	and	teachers	will	sign	a	delivery	confirmation	form.	
•	 Mail	entries	to:	NIE	Department,	The	Pueblo	Chieftain,	PO	Box	36,	Pueblo,	CO	81002.	Electronic	files	accepted	at	nie2@chieftain.com.	

Contest Rules

Planning
1. Brainstorm with your teacher and classmates a list of people who     
				fit	the	topic	for	this	contest.	 
2. Select the one you will write about.
3. If the person you’re writing about is available, schedule a time for     
    an interview. 
4. Write down 5 questions to ask during the interview.  

 

5. Take notes during the interview. Be sure to include a few  
     interesting quotes. When you quote someone you must use the    
     exact words the person said and put quotation marks around the     
     words.

The First Draft:
1. Begin your feature story with a sentence that will capture the  
    reader’s interest. Then add facts in the following paragraphs that  
    give more information about your subject. Imagine you are telling   
    someone a story about the person whom you have chosen. Try  
    writing your story the same way you would tell it.
2. Use the notes from your interview to add the most interesting   
    quotes about your story.
3. Bring the story to an end.

Edit & Rewrite Final Draft:
1. Exchange papers with a partner. Your partner is your editor. 
2. As the editor, answer the following questions about the story you   
    are reading.  
		•			Does	the	opening	sentence	capture	your	interest	and	make	you	 
      want to read more?
		•			Did	the	writer	use	describing	words	and	action	verbs?
		•			Are	there	any	quotes	used	in	the	story?
		•			Is	there	a	beginning,	middle	and	an	end?
3. Now return the drafts and look for any changes that you would  
    like to make in your story. Would you use more describing words   
    or more quotes? Then write your story neatly in ink or type your   
				final	draft.		

Classroom newspapers generously underwritten by: 

Cover Design Contest
Calling all artists, grades 2-12! Your original drawing or computer design could be the cover for this year’s Classroom Chieftain.

It’s like having your own art show for 40,000 households in southern Colorado.  
Follow these rules to enter: 
The theme should have something to do with reading the Newspaper or Classroom Chieftain. 
1.	All	hand-done	work	must	fit	within	a	space	that	is	10”	wide	by	10.5”	long	.	.	.	vertical format only. NEW THIS YEAR! You may use the smaller 
sized template provided. We will resize it for the publication.  
2. Covers should be done in full color using markers, crayons, colored pencils, tempera, acrylics, etc. 
3.	Computer	designs	must	be	submitted	as	a	color	printout	in	vertical	format	image	measuring	7”	wide	by	7.375”	long.	Call	Tim	Acosta	with	 
questions (544-3520, ext. 634). 
4. The name CLASSROOM CHIEFTAIN 2015 must be prominently displayed as part of the design. 
5. Attach a separate piece of paper to your entry with your name, school name, school address, phone number, grade and teacher. Mail this and  
	your	original	art	to:	The	Pueblo	Chieftain,	NIE	Department,	PO	Box	36,	Pueblo,	CO	81002.	Or	email	them	in	a	.pdf	format	to	nie2@chieftain.com.		
6.	Entries	using	copyrighted	material,	copyrighted	cartoon	characters,	etc.,	will	be	disqualified. Deadline for entries: March 31.


