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2015 Classroom Chieftain
Student writers and artists enjoy success

Young talent is alive and well and show-
cased in the 2015 Classroom Chief-
tain! This keepsake special section is 
created entirely by kindergarten through 
12th grade students in southeastern 

Colorado.  
     Each year for 26 years, The Pueblo Chieftain has 
partnered with the business and educational com-
munities to produce this unique publication, giving 
students an opportunity to have their work appear 
in print before the newspaper’s many readers.
     Utilizing online lessons, students in grades K-12 
learn about the different newspaper writing styles, 
as well as advertising, photography and cover de-
sign. The lessons included topics and guidelines for 
submitting student entries in the competition to be 
included in this year’s edition. 

     The Classroom Chieftain is a long involved proj-
ect that would not be possible without the collab-
oration of many educators, business leaders and 
Chieftain staff members who continue to support 
and sustain the project.  
     Many teachers believe the experience exposes 
their students to the real working world of business 
with deadlines and competition. That’s why some 
teachers participate each year and find time to pro-
vide this opportunity for their students.  
     Local businesses including longtime sponsor 
Loaf ‘N Jug have participated for a more than a 
dozen years. Admiring the student-created ad-
vertisements, the businesses then buy space to 
market their shop or restaurant. 
     It is a difficult task to be responsible for choosing 
the winning entries in the various categories. Many 

thanks go out to the judges for their time and effort 
on the project. Included among them are retired and 
current Pueblo Chieftain newsroom writers, artists, 
graphic designers and sales staff.   
     All students whose work was awarded a first, 
second or third prize in the publication are honored 
during an awards ceremony. The winners each 
receive a cash prize, a ribbon and certificate com-
memorating their achievement with proud parents, 
teachers and newspaper staff on hand to honor 
them.
     Please enjoy the charm and amazing talent 
included in the Classroom Chieftain 2015.
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News Writing
Students use imagination to craft interesting stories

Students in grades 3-8 were offered a choice of topics for their con-
test entries. They could write about a real event at their school, or 
use their imagination to create a news story about the photo that 
appears here.
   Retired Pueblo Chieftain sports editor Judy Hildner was one of 

the judges for this year’s entries.
   “I was favorably impressed by the quality of writing in both levels of the 
Classroom Chieftain contest. Sentence structure and grammar was quite 
good,” said Hildner. “We considered a lot of entries for top honors and the 
winning stories made the people in their articles come alive.” 
   Entries were judged on these criteria: mechanics and grammar, news writ-
ing/expository format, creativity and clarity.
   We congratulate all the schools and students who entered this contest. You 
did an exceptional job.

News Writing / Expository Writing
Grades 3-5
1st Place: Jauyn Hood, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary School 
2nd Place:  Liam O’Connor, 3rd Grade, McClelland School
3rd Place: Elise Mestas, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary School

Grades 6-8
1st Place: Olivia Lewis, 7th Grade, Swink Junior High School
2nd Place: Darian Naylor, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
3rd Place: Marshall Sapp, 7th Grade, Swink Junior High School

Honorable Mentions
Aiden Evetts, Connect School
Fiona Milliken, 3rd Grade, McClelland School
Noah Nizami, 4th Grade, McClelland School
Anthony Pisciotta, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
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News Writing

Highland Park Elementary recently received a new fruit 
and vegetable bar. The school got it so there would 
be more of a healthy food choice for the students. It 
has created a sort of bottleneck though, as students 

serve themselves and take too long to decide what they want.
   The fruit and vegetable bar has lots of great tasting fruit and 
vegetables. These include: peaches, oranges, apples broccoli, 
lettuce, beans, peas, cucumbers, and bananas. I personally 
love them all but some students don’t. Even if you don’t like 
them you should try them at least once, as they are healthy for 
you and will make you strong.
   “We only have so much time to make food for the next lunch 
group,” said Dawn, the lunch lady. “Because of that we don’t 
have a lot of time to promote the vegetable bar.”

   “Since the kids choose their own food it takes longer to go 
through the line with the food bar,” says Russell Lopez.
   The good news is that some kids want to keep the vegeta-
ble bar. I asked two kids by the names of Sylvia and Dami-
yawn what they thought about the salad bar. Sylvia wanted to 
keep the vegetable bar and said, “People need to start eating 
healthy.”
   On the other hand, Damiyawn said, “In my opinion we do 
not get enough time to eat during lunchtime, if we had more 
time, the vegetable bar would be more successful.”
   Some students think it could be better with more choices 
like bell peppers and other vegetables for a larger variety of 
healthy food choices. Hopefully kids will start getting used to 
it and make better food choices.

Peaches, Oranges, and Broccoli oh my!

First Place

Jauyn Hood
5th Grade
Highland Park Elementary School
Teacher: Mrs. Mohan

- Jauyn Hood
5th Grade, Highland Park
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News Writing

The zip line Harder pointe

- Liam O’Connor - Elise MestasSecond Place Third Place

Excitement buzzed through East 
High School two weeks ago. 
We asked some students what 
they are doing. Marrisa and 
lllana said they were doing a 

‘science of zip line’ project for the science 
fair. 
   They are using mostly newspaper for 
the project. Their idea is that gravity is 
more powerful than air.
   They will prove that gravity is heavier 
then air by doing a downhill zip line. They 
are going to see if the zip line works bet-
ter when air blows on it or if it just works 

For many ballet dancers all over the 
world, pointe shoes take a big part 
in dance. But with all the rehearsals 

and classes, they don’t last very long. 
Some pairs can’t even make it through 
one day! Stanford University students 
Miranda Lennon and Kennedy Tom 
want to make life easier for those busy 
dancers.
   “It all started when I got my first pair 
of pointe shoes. They were worn out the 
first week!” says former dancer and now 
physics major Miranda Lennon.
   “They were always quitting on my 
sisters when they danced. I guess you 
could say I’ve always wondered if I could 
fix that,” says science major Kennedy 
Tom. So now the girls are working to-
gether to make this dream come true.
   Although the girls are determined, 
some days they feel like giving up.
   “Sometimes we’re tried from class and 
nothing’s going our way,” says Kennedy, 
“but this is something I can’t and won’t 
give up on!” Progress has actually been 
going well. The girls started by taking 

without the wind.
   The process they are using is: first, they 
will make the zip line. Second, they will 
see if gravity propels the zip line more 
than air. Finally, they will see if air propels 
the zip line more than gravity. They dis-
covered that gravity worked well without 
air pushing on it.
   That day was also the science fair. Lots 
of people loved their science project. The 
judge said that they had a very creative 
and unusual project. They won first place. 
   They had a fun and exciting day. Their 
parents are really proud of them.

the most purchased brands and taking 
them aprt piece by piece. The girls found 
out that the problem was a box that as 
not strong enough and weak lace on the 
shoe.
   “It seemed like forever, but we finally 
got it right!” says Miranda. They were 
provided with equipment by Stanford 
and they went to work. Miranda and 
Kennedy perfected a sturdy, strong, and 
tough box for the shoe. After that, they 
waxed a five lace to go around the shoe.
   Miranda and Kennedy sent their 
new-and-improved shoes to the biggest 
dance companies such as the Vagona 
Academy. The ratings on the shoe were 
outstanding! The longest lasting pair of 
shoes lasted six months! That is seven 
times more than the other company’s 
shoe! 
   “I guess you could say we met our 
goal, But I’ll still be exploring new ways 
to make these amazing shoes last even 
longer. It’s a harder point for the pointe 
shoes and the work!” said Miranda 
Lennon.

3rd Grade, McClelland School
Teacher: Sandi Cotter/Phil Anaya

5th Grade, Highland Park
Teacher: Joanne Mohan

Olivia Lewis

First Place
- Olivia Lewis
7th Grade, Swink Junior High
Teacher: Carolanna Traver

Grades 6-8

Teen girls paid to make 
E-cig commercial

(See Page 8)
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News Writing

Many teen girls have been 
paid to help produce and 
star in a commercial for 
an E-cig company. The 
company, Cigabytes, Inc., 

is using the girls as a model to promote 
electronic cigarettes among teens.
   The commercial will include the teens 
enjoying a spa day in the sauna while in-
haling steam that is actually E-cig vapor 
emitting from a giant E-cig. On March 
12, 2016, this very commercial will be 
aired, creating conflict with the now non 
smoking campaign ads. 
   Ideas for the commercial came from 
the girls, making the ideas “creative-
ly yours,” like the new customizable 
E-cigs. Props, setting and script were all 

directed by the girls.
   While parents are getting paid and 
hoping to start a television career for 
their daughters, many rejected the offer 
or are only doing it because they need 
the money. 
   “Although we would be getting paid 
for her to be involved, I don’t want my 
daughter advertising an unhealthy prod-
uct,” explains a concerned parent. 
   Despite a few withdrawals from the 
project, the company still plans on pro-
ducing the controversial commercial.

TEEN GIRLS PAID TO MAKE E-CIG COMMERCIALS FROM PAGE 6

Little by little, making a
difference

- Darian NaylorSecond Place

During the month of October of 
2014 at Pleasant View Middle 
School, the Technology Student 

Association (TSA) club began a fundrais-
er called the “Penny Wars.” The Penny 
War was a competition between all three 
grade levels. The final amount raised was 
donated to the American Cancer Society.   
   In this competition each grade had their 
own jar, and filled it with as many pennies 
as they could. Each penny was a positive 
point. Students would put silver coins or 
dollar bills in opposing grade jars. These 

were negative points. Sydney Purkey, 
the president of TSA said, “By having 
the fundraiser, it was a fun way to raise 
money for the American Cancer Society. 
We worked hard and helps a lot, but we 
also had a good time.” 
   TSA raised a total of $1,600 for the 
cancer society! It was such a surprise 
to the school that a fundraiser collecting 
coins could raise an amount of money 
that large. The leader of the organization 
said, “It’s pretty amazing that a fundrais-
er created by a small group of children 

8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Teacher: RoseAnn Thomas
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News Writing
could make such a difference.” 
   A video of the fundraiser in action was created by the mem-
bers of TSA involved in the Community Service Video. Most 
of the work was done on Fridays while other students were at 
home enjoying their day off of school. Group member Darian 
Naylor was definitely speaking for each member when she 
said, “Each minute of extra time that we put into the video was 
well worth it. We were very excited when the video was com-
plete, and we were all ready for the competition.” 
   The video was brought to the state TSA competition, where 
it placed second. “The video highlighted the fun we could have 
while working hard and making a difference.” Student Aryanna 
Gallegos, who helped create the fundraiser and video said, 
“It was very exciting to take second out of everybody in the 
state of Colorado. I think our video did so well because it was 
very unique and so much effort was put into every part of the 
project.” 
   This whole fundraiser and video obviously made an impact 
on not only Pleasant View Middle School, but also the commu-
nity. The donation to the American Cancer Society was greatly 
appreciated, and the school’s TSA program is hoping to put 
on another fundraiser during the 2015-2016 school year for the 
cancer society. The school will continue to make a difference.

Bat made out of paper

- Marshall SappThird Place
7th Grade, Swink Junior High
Teacher: Carolanna Traver

A new product has been made by two 14 year olds. Amy Locks and Michelle Blanch made the 
first ever baseball bad made entirely out of paper. The girls started in 2010 in their science class.
   I’ve been watching the girls this week, and I have to say they actually made something spe-

cial. I ‘m proud of them. They made the lab here a gold mind for reporters and news people. Do the 
girls deserve the fame, of course they do, for being at the age of fourteen and doing something for the 
world,” states Steven Bills, a scientist working at the lab with Amy and Michelle. 
   “Without Michelle, I wouldn’t have made the breakthrough, but she’s my best friend. I do everything 
with her,” Amy says about her friend. 
   “Amy is the best person alive. We made a paper bat together. Without her, I’m nothing,” Michelle 
tells about Amy.
   The product is to be sold next month, the girls said they needed to make more copies until then. An 
auction takes place next week for the first paper bat at the Denver Auction Center. 
   “We’re not looking for the fame out of this, we just got bored and thought it was a good idea. I hope 
that adults and children have fun with this,” said Michelle and Amy.
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Feature Writing
Celebrating the Year of the 
Worker in Pueblo, students 
honor their Everyday Heroes

The feature-writing contest for students in grades 3-8 required stu-
dents to submit a story about a person who has impressed them 
or changed their life because the work they do. The students were 
asked to tell us why the person could be considered an Everyday 

Hero.  
   The judges were impressed with the clarity and creativeness of the entries. 
“I enjoyed reading the many essays written by aspiring writers and avid read-
ers. The world, and the business of journalism, need both,” explained retired 
reporter Loretta Sword.  
   The feature-writing theme corresponds with an upcoming Smithsonian In-
stitute exhibit at the Steelworks Center of the West. The exhibit, “The Way We 
Worked,” will be on display from May 15 – June 26, 2015.

Feature & Narrative Writing Winners
Grades 3-5
1st Place:  Alleson Schlosky, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary
2nd Place:  Brooklynn Martinez, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary
3rd Place:  Shannon Kushner, 3rd Grade, Vineland Elementary

Grades 6-8
1st Place:  Megahn Williams, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
2nd Place:  Aiden Gallegos, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
3rd Place:  Adam Nolte, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School

Honorable Mentions
Jasmine Aragon, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary School
Savannah Autobee, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary School
Jeri Bond, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Alyssa Chavez, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Brianna Denton, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Lucas Ferreiro, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Mitchel Klempan, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Hector Majano, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Brandon Nelson, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Kayla O’Neal, 8th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Morgan Pantaleo, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Austin Pope, 7th Grade, Swink Junior High School
Alayna Sanchez, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School

As part of the Year of the Worker in 
Pueblo, we included a photography 
category for the first time. Makenna 

Alfonso, a student from Vineland Elementary, 
took advantage of this and submitted a photo 
of her Everyday Hero. The photo correspond-
ed with her article on her father, Kelly Alfonso, 
which received an Honorable Mention in the 
feature-writing category.     
   Photographs reflect our culture and reflect is-
sues and events in our daily lives. Learning the 
importance and limits of this form of communi-
cation is a key aspect in today’s media-driven 
world.  
   With access to cameras in students’ lives, we 
believe this category will grow with time and 
technology.

Photography
Capturing our heroes

Parole Officer Kelly Alfonso
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Feature Writing

Mike Scholsky is my dad and he is very very talent-
ed. My dad works at Allosource and they get body 
parts for people. My dad’s job is one in which you 
need to be really focused and good at technology. 

He only works in the office and he does lots of paper work on 
the computer. My dad works in a cubicle and he schedules 
deliveries of body parts and tissue. My dad works really hard 
despite his disability.  
   My dad has Multiple Sclerosis and it is hard sometimes for 
him. While my dad is at work or anywhere he has a hard time 
walking. For example, he can fall at any time and sometimes 
he needs a cane. He also can get tired very easily. My dad 
gets very shaky at any time and sometimes it is hard to write. 
The good thing about MS is that most people get sick easily 

from germs and my dad has a better immune system.
   My dad has quotes to inspire me to help the world in a way; 
whether it is a veterinarian, nurse, or a counselor for people. 
One that he says is, “It could always be worse than it is now.” 
Another thing he says is, “It is not always going to be this way, 
I will feel better soon.” These quotes inspire me because no 
matter how he feels, good or bad, he always pushes through 
it and that is the important part of his life that he does. Also, 
with his bad days he still helps the people in need.
   My dad is my hero because he helps people, preserving 
body tissue and bones for people in need of transplants. Even 
though he has a disability, he still strives to help people and to 
care for his family. My dad’s motto is “never give up and strive 
for better.” 

Disabled but headstrong

First Place

Alleson Schlosky
5th Grade
Highland Park Elementary School
Teacher: Mrs. Mohan

- Alleson Schlosky
5th Grade, Highland Park
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Become an  
Adopt-a-Class Sponsor

Help students become informed citizens and skilled readers  
by providing a classroom with copies of The Pueblo Chieftain.

$135 provides newspapers for an entire year. 

Call the NIE Department at 719-404-2812 to 
sign up to be a Classroom Champion today!

300 classrooms waiting to be adopted for 2015-2016.
Sponsorship includes free teacher materials and resources. 



The Pueblo Chieftain ■ Pueblo, ColoradoSaturday, May 16, 2015  Page 12H



The Pueblo Chieftain ■ Pueblo, ColoradoSaturday, May 16, 2015  Page 12H



Saturday, May 16, 2015 Page 14 Pueblo, ColoradoThe Pueblo Chieftain

Loving Dad makes all the
difference

- Brooklynn MartinezSecond Place

My dad is my hero and has changed my life. My dad is hardworking, 
funny, supportive and very loving. 
   “My grandpa told me if I didn’t go to college I needed to get a 
trade.” My dad now is a successful plumbing contractor who runs 
a very reputable plumbing business here in town. It all didn’t come 

easy though, he had to sign up as an apprentice for a licensed plumbing contrac-
tor for five years, then was able to apply for his own plumbing license. My dad 
has been a successful plumber for nineteen years. It was very hard for my dad to 
achieve his goal, but he did it.
   It took my amazing father five years apprenticeship and two years to get his 
masters. My father started plumbing at the age of twenty-six. Ever since my 
dad started plumbing he has been successful. My dad is so hardworking and is 

always going to support my mom, me and my brothers. I always look forward to 
hearing about his job and how his day was. 
   My dad’s job is to see that households have a sewer that is running safe and 
proficiently with potable water to drink and to bath in. “No two days are alike and 
that’s what I enjoy about my job most.” My dad likes to work with people and 
wants to make sure they have safe plumbing. 
   My dad Jeromy, is a great plumber and is very successful with his own busi-
ness. He started at a young age, had a dream and now that dream of being a 
successful businessman has come true.
   Last and certainly not least, my dad is my hero because he has a big heart! 
He not only runs his own business but donates his time and effort in community 
projects that benefit the less fortunate. He is always thinking about others and 
how he can help. My dad donates water heaters to people when theirs are out 
and they cannot afford a new one. Also he provides a lot of labor and material for 
free when people need it but can’t afford it. 
   My dad sponsors a lot of sports teams too. He has sponsored my softball 
team, race car drivers, UFC fighters and baseball teams! 
   I love my dad for many reasons and he is a true hero.

5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary
Teacher: Joanne Mohan

Feature Writing
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My Sister, My Everyday Hero

- Shannon KushnerThird Place
3rd Grade, Vineland Elementary
Teacher: Mrs. Trujillo

The person who has changed my life is my big sister, Ashley. She is my Ev-
eryday Hero. She helps me in so many ways. For example, when I fall, she 
pulls me up and makes me feel new and much better. She keeps me out of 
trouble too. For instance, when I break something, she says, “Clean that up 

before mom see it so you don’t get in trouble.” 
   When I am sad, Ashley makes me happy. She cheers me up by singing a song in 
her beautifully soft and sometimes powerful voice. Other things that Ashley does 
for my twin sister, Shayla, and me include: doing our hair, taking us swimming at the 
YMCA, taking us everywhere we want and feeding us. For example, she will make 
us baked chicken that is so yummy. Ashley will even tuck us in bed. She is so nice to 
us.
   My big sister has not only taken on the job of taking care of my sister and me, 
but she also goes to CSU-Pueblo. She is studying political science. Ashley does so 
much for my sister and me, but she has done something really, really important that 
will change my life for years.

   In Second Grade, I was not nice to my other classmates, and Ashley made me 
realize that the way I treat people is the way they will treat me. So now I am very nice 
to everyone. I play with people that have nobody to play with, and I cheer them up 
when they are sad. I also talk to them and help them with their problems. I will help 
them with their homework too, if they need help. 
   Ashley has always loved me, and I will always love her for changing me in great 
ways. My big sister is definitely my Everyday Hero.

Megahn Williams

First Place
- Megahn Williams
8th Grade, Pleasant View MS
Teacher: RoseAnn Thomas

Grades 6-8

Teacher inspires student
(See Page 16)

Feature Writing
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TEACHER INSPIRES STUDENT FROM PAGE 15

It is a terrible Tuesday around 7:30 in the morning. There is a pot of coffee brewing 
and the kids are scrambling through the house trying to leave for school. Work is 
the last idea on everyone’s mind except for Mrs. Seip. She pours some coffee in a 
silver mug and then she is off.

   Mrs. Seip arrives at school, she is ready for a day of sharing her knowledge and 
love for music. She is also ready to experience her favorite part of being a music 
teacher; “The moment when the student understands a new subject. The ‘ah’ mo-
ment.” 
   Being her student for three years, I’ve had many of the “ah” moments in her class. 
For example, when I learned how to articulate triplets. Mrs. Seip’s other favorite 
moment of being a teacher is when she “pushes her students to understand more 
about themselves.” I’ve also had many of those moments. I never fully realized how 
important music truly was to me until 7th grade when Mrs. Seip took our band to the 
CBA Festival in Denver. The acoustics were gorgeous and it made me realize that I 
belong on the stage.  
   Mrs. Seip had not always planned on being a teacher. She explained to me in an 
interview, “I didn’t want to be a teacher, but I soon realized in college that it was what 
I really wanted to do.” 
   Of course, this was one of the best decisions she ever made. I mean, she got to 
meet me and what could be more awesome than that? On a more serious note, 
choosing teaching was one of the best decisions ever made because she has 
thrived so much. 
   In 2005 she was recognized by County Commissioners as an outstanding teacher. 
Again in 2009, she was nominated and recognized as Teacher of the Year in Colora-
do. 
   As her student, I can say she has taught me exceptionally well. Mrs. Seip says that 
she owes her success to her parents and the administrators for their support even 
when she has a crazy idea, and there have been some really crazy ideas. 
   Mrs. Seip might follow her own path but many of her coworkers and students still 
adore her. By coworkers, she is called helpful and informative. Mrs. Thomas, the 8th 
grade language arts teacher at Pleasant View told me, “She’s a team player.” Mrs. 
Valdez, the secretary at Pleasant View says, “She is very informative, helpful and an 
all around good teacher.” 
   An 8th Grade student taking choir with Mrs. Seip told me, “She’s a good teacher 
and does everything she can to help her students.” Another 8th Grade student in ad-
vanced band with Mrs. Seip said, “She’s a wonderful teacher and she’s taught me a 
lot of information.” Mrs. Seip is obviously informative, helpful and all around amazing. 

Starting a new life in a new country wasn’t easy for my dad, Adrian Haro. Originally 
from Mexico; Mr. Haro moved to the United States. He made Pueblo his home. 
Over time he began learning the English language.

   In an interview that I recently conducted with Mr. Haro he said, “Learning English 
wasn’t really that hard. I just learned from listening to people talking.” 
   My dad, Mr. Haro, is one of the hardest working people that I’ve known. He created 
his own company later on from when he first got here. His company A.H. Transport has 

My Dad, My Hero

- Aiden GallegosSecond Place
8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Teacher: RoseAnn Thomas

Feature Writing
been a huge success for him.
   I asked what was it like when you first started your company? He said that it was very 
hard because it needed a lot of money. When Mr. Haro first started his company it was 
hard for him to communicate with other people. Since he had to communicate with a lot 
of people; whether it be on the road or with people who were giving him all the informa-
tion that he needed to go on his daily or even weekly trips. 
   Not only did Mr. Haro have to communicate with other people but he had to read as 
well. I asked Mr. Haro if anyone had influenced or helped him on his long journey. He 
said, “Nobody helped me; I did all of this on my own.” 
   When Mr. Haro was making his journey here he was about 15 years old. In 1969 he 
entered the United States and began working at a dairy farm in Pueblo. One of the final 
questions I asked him was if he would have done anything differently? He replied, “Yes, 
I would have finished school.” Mr. Haro only went to school until 6th Grade. His father 
didn’t want to take him all the way into town for school. Transportation wasn’t available 
for students. 
   Mr. Haro is a worker who works very hard every day. Every night he comes inside his 
house and goes to sleep right away sometimes because he’s so tired. Driving in a truck 
all day and finally coming home to relax must be heavenly. My dad works so hard every 
day and it inspires me to do my best at everything.

Max Cordova, an Inspiring Person

- Adam NolteThird Place
8th Grade, Swink Junior High
Teacher: Carolanna Traver

Many people in this world put themselves before others and only think of them. 
Well, I know a man who tries every day to help someone in need; this person 
is Max Cordova. Max is an art teacher for the small 2A school in southeast-

ern Colorado named Swink. 
   Max grew up in a town named Rocky Ford five miles west of Swink. He attended 
high school in Rocky Ford and was a good wrestler for their team. Mr. Cordova goes 
to the same church as I do and helps out in our community. Max is married to his 
wife Louann Cordova and has children that are already grown up and on their own. 
   Max is always smiling and never looks at the bad side of anything. His positive 
attitude rubs off on students who have his art class in junior and senior high school. 
I have known Max ever since I was a toddler, and he taught me lots of wrestling 
techniques, being nice to family or friends, and to be involved with my church and 
community. 
   Throughout the years that I have know him, it always makes me happy to have him 
as a teacher, friend and coach. Max is always trying to push people to do the best 
that they can do, even in his art class and on the wrestling mat. 
   Mr. Cordova is an everyday hero and works hard at teaching kids, not just to draw, 
paint, do pottery, and wrestle, but to dig down inside themselves and pull out the 
heart to do their best. 
   He always thinks of others and believes everyone has talents and can do whatev-
er they put their minds to. When Mr. Cordova is in the wrestling room coaching his 
team, he always tells the wrestlers to work as hard as we can and pushes them to 
get better every day. Max always puts others before himself and never gives up on 
anything or any one.



The Pueblo Chieftain ■ Pueblo, Colorado Saturday, May 16, 2015  Page 17H



Saturday, May 16, 2015 Page 18 Pueblo, ColoradoThe Pueblo Chieftain

Opinion Writing
Students aren’t afraid to
speak out 
Students in grades 9-12 had a choice of three topics for the opinion writing/

persuasive writing contest: 
• Pick one rule at your school that needs to be changed and explain why.
• What is the best or worst thing about being a teenager today?
• An issue of your own choice.
   Regan Foster, Pueblo Chieftain editorial page editor judged this year’s en-
tries. Judging criteria for this category included writing style, mechanics, and 
grammar, creativity and clarity of their opinion.  
   “I thoroughly enjoyed judging the students’ editorial pieces. Anyone who 
works with high schoolers knows that teens are outspoken with their opin-
ions, but I was surprised and pleased by the depth and range of the topics 
they chose to tackle. From school lunches to dress codes, and from social 
media to substance abuse, they presented a well-rounded view of the issues 
that clearly matter to modern high school students,” expressed Foster.
   We congratulate all our winners and honorable mentions in this category. 

Opinion Writing Winners
Grades 9-12
1st Place:  Samantha Bartolo, 11th Grade, Swink High School
2nd Place:  Brittani Jay, 12th Grade, South High School
3rd Place:  Britt Wren, 10th Grade Swink High School

Honorable Mentions
Alyssa, Adome, 9th Grade, Swink High School
Adam Anderson, 12th Grade, South High School
Emma Brown, 11th Grade, Swink High School 
Toki Hirakata, 10th Grade, Swink High School
Khayman McGrath, 10th Grade, South High School
Jade Mora-Menges, 9th Grade, Swink High School
Morgan Montez, 11th Grade, South HIgh School
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Design-an-aD-Contest

Teachers sign up to provide ads for various  
businesses throughout town. Some are  
businesses that have participated in  
Classroom Chieftain before and others 
are prospective advertisers.  

Information on the businesses,  
along with advertising design tips,  
is provided to the teachers and  
students. Armed with the elements  
that must be included, students  
put their individual creativity to  
work designing ads for  
the business.

It is a great honor for the  
student to have their ad  
selected for publication. 

The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place  
winners are selected from  
all the entries in the three  
grade level divisions.  
The ribbons throughout the  
publication identify winning ads. 

The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
winners are selected from 
all the entries in the three 

Design An Ad Contest

Design An Ad Contest

Grade Levels: 4-5, 6-8, 9-12

This activity addresses Colorado Content Standards  

#2 and #3 for Reading and Writing.

Topic: Design an original Full Color newspaper advertisement for the business found on the attached  

advertiser’s specifications sheet.  
Please Note: Your class may be the only one assigned to design an ad for this business. If you cannot  

follow through on this commitment, please email the NIE office at nie2@chieftain.com or call 719-404-2777 

immediately. That way we can reassign this business to another class.  

Getting Started
1. Discuss the information on the enclosed specification sheet with your students to reinforce content items that  

    should be included in the advertisement.

2. Review the criteria of good ad design with students (see enclosed example page) 

3. Be sure students use the NEW ad template provided.

4. Most ads may be either hand-drawn or computer designed. 

5. All ads will be designed in Full Color using markers, crayons, colored pencils, tempera, acrylics, etc. 

Tips for Creating Successful Entries

• NEATNESS and ACCURACY count! Readable and correct information is a must!

• Encourage students to make the advertiser’s name stand out - fill in large letters, for example, to enhance  

the name of the business.

• Do not submit pencil drawings.

• Please submit all entries to us at the Pueblo Chieftain Classified desk, 825 W. 6th Street. Businesses always 

surprise us with their selections for publication. Please give the businesses as many choices as possible.  

Judging Criteria
• neatness

• inclusion of all information on the advertisers like name, address, phone number and web address. 

• creativity Selection for Publication

Each business selects its own ad for publication. From the ads selected for publication, the judges will select a 1st, 2nd and 

3rd place at each grade level. Winners will receive cash prizes for the following amounts: $25 for first place, $15 for second 

place, $10 for third place. 

NEW THIS YEAR!  There is a single template provided for all advertisements and the cover design contest. 

This makes it easier for you and the students working on designs. They don’t have to worry about sizes and just 

create in this single template for all projects!  

Entry Information
• Each entry must be properly labeled. Have your students print the information on the provided labels and attach (staple) 

it to the back of their work. One label for an entire group of entries will NOT be accepted. 

• All entries become the property of the Newspapers in Education Department of The Pueblo Chieftain. 

• All entries must be postmarked or hand-delivered to The Chieftain no later than March 31. Hand-delivered entries will 

be submitted at the Classified Desk and teachers will sign a delivery confirmation form. 

• Mail entries to: NIE Department, The Pueblo Chieftain, PO Box 36, Pueblo, CO 81002. Electronic files accepted at 

nie2@chieftain.com.
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How it works!

The Pueblo Chieftain ■ Pueblo, ColoradoSaturday, May 16, 2015  Page 16H



Saturday, May 16, 2015 Page 19Pueblo, ColoradoThe Pueblo Chieftain

Opinion Writing

Across the country, many are concerned with improving 
and updating today’s classrooms, striving for a better 
learning environment and more efficient teaching. The 

time has come to expand this focus to nutrition as well; a prop-
erly fueled body is essential for learning. School lunches began 
in 1946 when President Harry Truman put the National School 
Lunch Program into action; now 33 million students depend on 
this daily meal. For many children, school lunch provides the ma-
jority of their daily calories. But as child obesity rates in America 
climb to a staggering 33 percent, there is a need for reform in the 
cafeteria. 
   So what’s being served up today? On average, a school lunch 
contains anywhere from 750 to 850 calories. Of these calo-
ries, the U.S. Department of Agriculture regulates that only 30 
maybe from fat. However, most schools turn a blind eye to the 
rule; only 34 percent are in compliance with it. More and more 

educational institutions are also flattening the food pyramid as 
the recommended menu of milk, meat or meat alternative, grains 
and breads, fruits and vegetables spirals out of balance. Yet 
schools aren’t entirely to blame. Although most strive to serve a 
wholesome, nutritious lunch, the components of such a meal are 
rarely within a cafeteria’s reach. There can be requirements set 
and standards placed, but until a school receives the essential 
ingredients for a healthy lunch tray, a gap exists between the idea 
school lunch and reality. 
   Meet the Colorado Farm to School Bill, the ideal solution to fill 
the gap. For four years, the Colorado Farm to School Task Force 
has been hard at work, seeking ways to bring food from field 
to tray. Created by Senate Bill 10-81, the Task Force strives to 
sustain and educate others about their programs. From holding 
informational webinars to creating an A to Z salad bar at a school 

Filling the Nutritional Gap

First Place

Samantha Bartolo
11th Grade
Swink School
Teacher: Bonnie Grossen

- Samantha Bartolo
11th Grade Swink High School

(See Page 20)
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Technology, It’s who we are

- Brittani JaySecond Place
12th Grade, South High School
Teacher: Julie Carson

Life consists of technology. At least today it does. In this “modern” generation, 
technology and social media come before all else. Twitter before breakfast, 
Snapshot at dinner, Instagram before human interaction. 
   Because of this incessant usage of social media, this next generation, our 

generation, has lost its ability to function. When was the last time you saw a teenager 
without their eyes glued to the glowing screen? You probably can’t remember. That’s 
because our lives revolve around technology. Everywhere we go, it goes with us. We 
need it. We can’t live without it, and that’s the root of the problem.
   Our society has lost its ability to interact without a cell phone in our hand to buffer 
those awkward silences or find common ground with our friends. Every conversation 
revolves around the latest, most scandalous post and when that conversation had died 
away, all eyes revert to their phones, afraid of the most common human communication.
   I can’t count the number of times I’ve heard a fellow classmate complaining about 
their dead battery or “not being able to live” without their phone for a few hours. Of 
course, I as well fall prey to this addiction; it’s part of being included in this culture. 
According to the Pew Research Center, 82 percent of people ages 12 and up own a 
cell phone. Seeing that the majority of this generation has been raised with a cellphone 
in their hand, it makes sense as to why we are addicted to technology of this era. It 
doesn’t mean it’s right or healthy for us, but it makes sense.
   What doesn’t make sense is the lack of interaction between our peers. The same 
study by Pew Research Center found that 54 percent of teenagers communicate daily 
through text messages. Of course, these messages shooting back and fourth through 
cyberspace aren’t necessarily “bad.” It’s the over usage of them which impact our so-
ciety negatively. Teenagers, myself included, hide behind our social and text messages 
to easily communicate with our peers (we all know it’s much harder to hold a conversa-
tion when looking into a person’s eye’s rather than a bright screen).   
   But technology is part of our culture, and while it may be effecting us negatively, it is 
who we are. And it’s time to accept the fact that not much can change that.

Opinion Writing
in Greeley, our Colorado Farm to School initiative is primed and ready to make the lunch 
room a healthier place. 
   Of the 31 million plus school lunches served daily across the nation, how many of them 
give the necessary nutrients to grow strong and healthy? In Colorado, with the support 
of the Farm to School initiative, the possibility of every lunch being nutritionally sound is 
more possible than ever. Learn more about the program through online sources and get 
involved today. With a strong appetite for healthy school lunches, anything is possible. 

FILLING THE NUTRITIONAL GAP FROM PAGE 19

Is it better to date when
younger or older?

- Britt WrenThird Place
10th Grade, Swink High School
Teacher: Bonnie Grossen

Relationships: one of the many fruits of the arduous teenage years. Everyone 
would like to be a part of one, and few wish to be spotted without a date, or so 
society speaks. A relationship will grant its bearer popularity and even a small 
sense of mystery, opening up the gates for a unique friendship. However, an is-

sue arises revolving around those who are of adolescence: when is it a good time to be 
dating? My personal outlook on the issue is that those who date when they’re older will 
have better relationships than those who begin dating at a younger age.
   Picture yourself the beginning of your freshman year; a vast assortment of clubs, 
sports, people, and not to mention a busy schedule and school community to try to fit 
into. It’s the golden years of high school, and with it, a whole new battlefield. With all 
the new curveballs thrown at you, starting a relationship may not be the best idea quite 
yet. It would work out the best if you find a solid foundation to place yourself on before 
venturing too far out. It’s like scuba diving; if you aren’t ready you don’t dive too deep, 
no matter how much safety line you have.
   The amount of freedoms you possess will also increase gradually with your age, 
making dating much easier. Around the age of 16, most teenagers are looking at their 
driver’s license, a skeleton key that opens the doors of opportunity, such as jobs and 
a means of hanging out with friends. Not only that, but managing your relationship will 
be much easier when you can pick him or her up for your dates. Parents are always fun 
to be given rides to and from, but being the rebellious, independent adults that we are, 
we’d rather take ourselves. Just remember to be home by curfew, or there may be no 
second dates!
   My last reason, but probably the most important, is mental stability. Being a teenager 
can pack some stressful moments, and I know just how that feels, with mountains of 
homework, sports practices that make your tears cry, and peers that can push you to 
breaking points. Not to mention puberty, which will give you mood swings and prob-
lems that are really unexplainable. Let’s just leave it at that. Anyway, with all the prob-
lems that you have to cope with, it would be easy to make a silly mistake that could 
ruin your dating experience forever, and end an awesome friendship. I’ve made this 
mistake before, and I wish that I wasn’t so foolish in the way I expressed my emotions. 
For the benefit of both sides of the relationship, waiting is the best thing you can do.

A Canon City teacher is the first recipi-
ent of the Classroom Chieftain Caring 
Teacher Award in recognition of his 

longtime participation in the Classroom Chief-
tain as well as his dedication to the develop-
ment of his students.
   Mike Geesaman has taught drafting and 
design at Canon City High School for 43 years. 
And for 25 of those years, Geesaman has 
made the Classroom Chieftain a part of his 
curriculum.
   He said the experience has been beneficial and rewarding for his students.  
“Having a chance for our students to develop ad designs and cover pages to the 
specifications of the contest is a real world exercise in meeting requirements put 
forward by a client,” Geesaman said. “The ad sponsors or purchasers are our clients 
and each student is trying to catch their attention and be selected for publication.” 
Yearly, his students excel and many of their ads win awards.
   We congratulate Mr. Geesaman on being our first recipient and thank him for his 
continued support of the Classroom Chieftain.

Caring Teacher 
Award

Mike Geesaman
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Advertising Design
Students’ creative skills are utilized for a unique and challenging learning 

opportunity through the Design-an-Ad contest.  
   The contest called on students to produce an advertisement for local 
businesses. It allows the students to express their creativity while focusing 

on the consumer’s point of view in their design. 
   The businesses are presented all the designs and buy space in the publication and 
showcase their favorite advertisement. While some of the businesses choose not 
to purchase an ad, the students’ effort certainly doesn’t go unrecognized by those 
organizations.   
   In an odd twist this year, the majority of the ads selected by sponsor businesses for 
publication were designed by the middle and high school levels, leaving entries in the 
grades 4 – 5 limited. Therefore, there are only two winners in that grade category. 

Design-an-Ad Winners
Grades 4-5
1st Place:  Alleson Schlosky, 5th Grade, Highland Park Elementary
2nd Place:  Daniel Badillo, 4th Grade, Corwin International Magnet School

Grades 6-8
1st Place:  Daisy James, 8th Grade, The Connect School 
2nd Place:  Alayna Sanchez, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
3rd Place:  Sydney Struck, 8th Grade, Liberty Point International School

Grades 9-12
1st Place:  Kylie Krueger, 10th Grade, Swink High School 
2nd Place:  Kayli Guana, 11th Grade, Canon City High School
3rd Place:  Kyle O’Rourke, 11th Grade, Canon City High School

Honorable Mentions
Anabella Berumen, 6th Grade, The Connect School
Trace Hildebrand, 11th Grade, Canon City High School 
Savannah Mizell, 8th Grade, The Connect School
Taylor Schellenberger, 8th Grade, The Connect SchoolAlleson Schlosky Daisy James Kylie Kruger
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Cover Design
The Cover Design Contest, which is open to students in grades 2-12, always 

provides the judges with great displays of imagination and artistic ability.  
   Entries were to include the name Classroom Chieftain and then use any 
kind of artistic medium to enhance their creative and often very clever ideas. 

   “This year was a very good year, as far as really great work turned in for all cate-
gories, ” said Mike McDowell, Chieftain production manager. “All cover entries were 
very creative and hope some will aspire to become artists and graphic designers.” 
   McDowell along with the entire Pueblo Chieftain management team judged the 
Cover Contest. Keep up the good work educators!

1st Place
Jessica Barker, 9th Grade - See Publication Cover 

2nd Place
Jules Krinsky, 8th Grade 
Pleasant View Middle School

3rd Place
Fiona Milliken, 3rd Grade 
McClelland School

Honorable Mentions
Aiden Gallegos, 8th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Kayli Gauna, 11th Grade, Canon City High School
Taylor Holland, 7th Grade, Pleasant View Middle School
Emma Hollenstein, 8th Grade, Connect Charter School

2nd Place
Jules Krinsky

3rd Place
Fiona Milliken

Special  
     Thanks!

    We want to extend our thanks to the teachers, students, parents 
and the following advertisers for supporting the Classroom Chieftain 
project.   
     Please show your appreciation by using and shopping at these fine 
businesses, because they support Newspapers in Education and the 
youth in our community. 

All Seasons Dental
Aspen Paint and Body
Benfatti Furniture
Big Bear 
Colorado Bank & Trust
Colorado Tire
Dairy Queen – Orange Julius
Fox’s Garden
Gagliano’s
HyMark Motorsports
Musso Farms

Parkview Medical Center
Park West Dental 
Pueblo City-County Health  
   Department/Environmental  
   Coordinator
Pueblo Records and Tapes
Rocky Mountain Eye Center
Sangre de Cristo Arts Center
Drs. Nile G. & Brian G. Scott
St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center
SunWest Credit Union
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