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2012 Classroom Chieftain 
Students, teachers, sponsors — they all make it happen!

Welcome to the 2012
Classroom Chieftain! This very
special keepsake section is
created entirely by kindergarten
through 12th grade students in
Southeastern Colorado. 

For 24 years, The Pueblo
Chieftain’s Newspapers in
Education Department has
partnered with the business and
education communities to
produce this unique publication,
giving students an opportunity to
have their work appear in print
for an audience of 43,000
readers.

Utilizing the week-long series
of lessons published in The
Pueblo Chieftain  during
February, students in grades K-12
learned about the different
newspaper writing styles, as well
as cartooning, advertising, and

cover design. 
The newspaper lessons

included topics and guidelines to
submit student entries in the
competition for possible
inclusion in this year’s
publication.  

The Classroom Chieftain is a
three-month long project that
would not be possible without the
collaboration of many educators,
business leaders and Pueblo
Chieftain  staff members who
continue to support and sustain
the project. Many teachers
believe the experience exposes
their students to the real working
world of business with deadlines
and competition.

That’s why some teachers
participate every year and find
time to provide the proper
instruction and guidance for their

students, giving them the
opportunity to excel. This is
evident in the high percentage of
winning entries from certain
schools.

Again this year, Loaf ‘N Jug
generously provided newspapers
at no cost to all participating
classrooms. In addition, the 32
businesses listed in the ad on this
page purchased advertising space
in the publication and turned it
over to area students to design
their ad. 

 The Chieftain’s advertising
sales staff delivered stacks of
student-created ads to their
clients, allowing each business to
make their decision about which
ad to publish in the edition. 

The difficult task of choosing
the winning entries in all of the
various categories falls on the
several teams of judges which

include educators from Pueblo
City Schools and School District
No.70, Pueblo Chieftain
newsroom writers, artists, and
graphic designers.  

Many, many thanks for their
time and effort on this exciting
project.

Any student whose work was
awarded a first, second or third
prize in the publication will be
honored during an awards
ceremony at the Robert Hoag
Rawlings Library on May 16. The
winners each receive a cash prize,
a ribbon, and a certificate
commemorating their
achievement with proud parents,
teachers, and newspaper staff on
hand to share the pleasure of each
student’s achievement. 

Please enjoy the charm and
amazing talent included in the
Classroom Chieftain 2012! 
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Konnor Regan, Grade 7
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News Writing
Students in grades 3-8 were

offered two choices in the News
Writing category:

• Let their imaginations run
wild to create a news story about
the unusual photo on page 4.

• Write about a real event at
their school.

Pueblo Chieftain Regional
Editor Pablo Mora said of the
entries, “This year’s crop of
writers is tops in imagination
and style! While the quality
varies, the heart of writing well
— communication — is very
evident.” 

Mora judged the news writing
entries with Larry Lopez, Pueblo
Chieftain City Editor, and Cindy
Gradishar, Pueblo City School’s
educator. 

Grades 3-5  
 First Place:  Rachel Didericksen,

Grade 4, Cedar Ridge Elementary
School, Pueblo West

Second Place:  Sophie Daines, Grade
4, Cedar Ridge Elementary School,
Pueblo West

Third Place:  Tate Krentz, Grade 3,
Wiley School, Wiley

 Honorable Mention
Angel Vigil, Grade 5, Parkview

Elementary School, Pueblo
Brendon Bernal, Grade 3, Belmont

Elementary School, Pueblo
Marwan Morales, Grade 5, Park View

Elementary School, Pueblo 
Kobi Montano, Grade 4, Cedar Ridge

Elementary School, Pueblo West
Roger Valdilles, Grade 4, North Mesa

Elementary School, Pueblo

Grades 6-8
First Place: Jack Rocknell, Grade 8,

Pleasant View Middle School, Pueblo
Second Place: Wacey Dorenkamp,

Grade 7, Granada School, Granada
Third Place:  Jarrett Hildebrand, Grade

8, Pleasant View Middle School, Pueblo

Honorable Mention
Mikaylin Hackley, Grade 6, Pueblo West

Middle School, Pueblo West
Nimisha Borra, Grade 7, Corwin

International Magnet School, Pueblo
Chad Vigil, Grade 8, Pleasant View

Middle School, Pueblo 
Caleb Kolosso, Grade 6, Pueblo West

Middle School, Pueblo West
Antonina Reynolds, Grade 6, Pueblo

West Middle School, Pueblo West
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Grades 3-5 
First Place: Rachel Didericksen, Grade 4, Cedar Ridge
Elementary School, Pueblo West

Brave 80-year-old man
paints with no hands

Last Tuesday, an eighty
year-old man
named George
was dared to
paint a picture
without using
his hands at the
Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

The darer,
Richard Falicy,
was surprised
his old friend
would do such a

dare. He videoed the whole thing
and has sent it to America’s
Funniest Home Videos.

After the video was sent in,
many people around the world
had heard about the funny dare
and came to see him paint this
second picture of an antique
camera.

When the story spread, many
people asked where he got the
hat with the paint brush from. He
replied, “A hard hat, a giant paint
brush, and tape go a long way. In
other words, I made it. I made it
so that I could do the dare
easier.” 

He said that he couldn’t figure
out how to paint a picture
without using his hands. Then

after walking by a store that sold
hard hats, he had an idea that
made the dare a lot easier.

Now the pictures are hanging
in the children’s museum to
encourage kids to be creative
and to believe in themselves.
Because the children’s museum
bought the photos, he now has
money that he will donate to the
Pueblo Hospital along with
some teddy bears and blankets
for the children. 

For more information about
the dare, call 555-9831.

Second Place: Sophie Daines, Grade 4, Cedar Ridge
Elementary School, Pueblo West

60-year-old man finds
solution to arthritic hands

Peter Cruise (age 60) has had
arthritic hands for 3 years. He’s
always been creative, but in the
last 3 years creativity has hurt his
hands. 

That is why he made the
Utensil Hat. He came up with
this idea at his desk when

sketching and immediately set to
work. 

“My goal is to help people
around the world with arthritic
hands,” was his only remark on
why he did it.

Continued on Page 5

Rachel Didericksen

News Writing
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2130145 Joshua Green, Grade 11, Cañon City High School, Cañon City

Peter said how he came to
realizing this crazy idea. “I’ve
always liked drawing and writing,
but the past 3 years have been
stressful and have hurt my poor
little hands. The Utensil Hat can
help with anything from writing
or drawing to pointing things out
with a pointer.” 

Cutting with scissors, cooking,
eating, and many other things are
the things the Utensil Hat can’t do
yet. Luckily, the Utensil Hat
comes with a manual so you know
what you can and cannot do. 

At $10.00 per hat, Peter hopes
his invention will make millions
of dollars.

But that money is not for him.
The money will go to many
different charities, along with
buying supplies to make more

Utensil Hats. 
“Peter has

always been a
generous
donor,” said the
Pueblo Animal
Shelter staff.
“He just has not
had spare money lately. We hope
his dream of helping the world
comes true. We are all rooting for
him. He cares about all our fluffy
buddies and we care about him.”

Peter will continue to support
the animal shelter along with
many other charities if the Uten-
sil Hat is a huge success. 

Utensil Hats will be available
soon. Look for them in the utensil
aisle or pharmacy. All other infor-
mation you need to know comes
in the included manual.

60-year-old man
Continued from Page 4

Third Place: Tate Krentz, Grade 3, Wiley School,
Wiley

Breaking News:
Throwdown, kookoo drugs

In 2012, nine year-old
Marileyn Reming and Tate
Cooper had a throwdown. The
whole thing was that supposedly
Tate threw a pencil at Marileyn. 

Now in 2050, accused of
buying illegal kookoo drugs,
Marileyn shot a bow and arrow
and it went over Tate’s head.
Poison splattered on the picture. 

A photographer named Cade
Rumington was taking photos of
Tate’s picture. He ran
screaming. Cops don’t know if
he was trying to get away from
the crime scene or if he was only
scared. Tate’s house was burned
down a few hours later. 

If you have any evidence,
contact the Pueblo Sheriff’s
Department.

Welcome back
to breaking
news.

That brings
everyone into a
scare.
Thankfully, they
found Marileyn’s
house. It turns
out Cade was
helping
Marileyn! He was trying to tie
himself to a chair to act like a
victim. Luckily the cops found
him before he was done. 

There was a new kind of
weapon — the same weapon on
G.I. Joe. The weapon was secured
in a naval base, but Marileyn’s

Continued on Page 6

News Writing
Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain Thursday, May 10 2012  Page 5



still missing. 
Remember, contact the Pueblo

Sheriff’s Department with any
information.

Welcome back to breaking
news.

A relief to all of us has struck.
The cops have caught Marileyn
in her house. She put a lock on
the door, but the cops just kicked
it down. She was building
another G.I. Joe weapon. It will
be put in a different naval base.

I think we’re all relieved. We
can now all be in rest.

Breaking news.
It turns out she passed on the

kookoo drugs to her sister. Tate
says he knew this was coming.
That’s all the cops have found so
far. Stay tuned for more details.

Welcome back to breaking
news.

She was found! Sheriff Luis
Caremen found her. She will not
be put in jail because she did not
commit a crime, although she will
be diagnosed with drug removal.
The word is no one else in their
family will cause damage because
they are either dead or in jail. 

I think this will be our last
relief. We are still unsure of what
the weapon was intended to be
used for.

Grades 6-8 
First Place: Jack Rocknell, Grade 8, Pleasant View
Middle School, Pueblo

Famous painter can’t paint
Ben Jones

was hurt when
riding a bike.
He is sadly hurt
with head
trauma and can
barely move his
legs and can’t
fully close his
hands. 

Ben was
riding his bike
on the Indian
Bike trail Saturday morning
when he hit a large rock and lost
control. His head hit the ground
very hard and even though he
was wearing a helmet he got
brain trauma. He is currently
going through therapy and is
trying head painting. 

Head painting is very hard to
do. Every little movement is
multiplied by the long stick. If he
was to move just a tiny bit the
wrong way, he could ruin his
whole painting. He is getting
better every day. Ben has
mastered painting flowers, but is
struggling with more
complicated figures like animals.

Ben states, “I will not stop my
hobby of painting no matter
what I have to do.” Ben sadly
will not be able to paint with his
hands for he is not strong
enough in his arms and also
because no one can figure out
how to securely attach a paint
brush to his hand if his arm
strength were to get back to
normal. 

A long paint brush can be
easier to attach to his head
because it can be put on to a
helmet and strapped down.

Ben Jones is surrounded every
day by many people. These
people can buy some of Ben’s

work or donate money to him.
The majority of the people just
come to see him paint and to take
pictures of him. 

Ben will soon be a master of
head painting like he was with
his hands. 

Ben was never severely
injured. He was hurt bad enough
though to lose his functioning
hands and his legs partially. Sadly
Ben must use leg braces to help
his stand and walk. His hands
only work with his pointer finger
and thumb. Two fingers are not
enough to hold a paint brush.

“Head painting is very
challenging and I enjoy
challenges,” explains Ben. He is
currently making his living on
painting. His many fans support
him and love his paintings. 

Ben would love to be able to
paint with his hands again, but is
also happy he round the new art
head painting. Ben has tried
other ways of painting too. He
has tried painting with a brush in
his mouth, but failed because the
smooth brush kept slipping out
between his teeth and wasn’t
painting accurately.

Second Place: Wacey Dorenkamp, Grade 7, Granada
School, Granada

Now, this is just plain laziness
There have been bad ideas

since the beginning of time, such
as a chair made of ice in Texas,
higher taxes, and world
domination. 

These were some of the worst,
until yesterday. This newest idea
outranks every last one of these
when it comes to stupidity. A hat
that paints.

Studies show that a large
number of people are just plain
lazy. A man had just invented a
hat that paints — a hard hat with
a pointer holding a pencil taped
on to the top. There were no
mechanics involved. The way it
works is by setting the pointer on
a sheet of paper and moving your
head. 

Now people can’t even come
up with original ideas! Mary
Martin (a working class citizen
who had just finished her actual
job as a secretary for the mayor)
saw the man walk into a building
with the contraption. She

followed him
wondering what
it did. She
walked in on the
man, hoping to
see something
amazing.
Instead, she saw
the man start to
paint with it.

“I can’t believe people can’t
even put two wires together!” she
raged. “I could have invented
that worthless thing.”

A man, John Darby, walked out
of the building holding a camera,
laughing. We asked John, “Did
you take pictures of the man with
the painting hat?” “Better,” he
replied. “I got video of him
messing up and breaking the
worthless thing!”

“How did he break it?” we
quizzed him.

“He threw it against the wall!”
he guffawed.

Breaking News:
Throwdown, kookoo drugs
Continued from Page 5

Jack Rocknell

News Writing
Page 6  Thursday, May 10 2012 Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain



2126073

J
o

d
ya

n
n

a
 G

a
lle

g
o

s
, G

ra
d

e
 7

, S
w

in
k
 S

c
h

o
o

l, S
w

in
k



2127967

Joseph B
aca, G

rade 5, B
radford E

lem
entary S

chool, P
ueblo

2130006

Man with paralysis pursues his great artistic dream

Third Place: Jarrett Hildebrand, Grade 8, Pleasant
View Middle School, Pueblo

Feature
Writing 

To an average person, Able
Mias looks like a healthy,
fifty-eight-year-old man who
leads a quiet life in rural
Colorado. What isn’t apparent is
the fact that Able has no use of
his arms.

A car accident in January of
2012 left Able with a shattered
spine that caused paralysis in
both of his arms. Immediately
following the accident, Able had
to undergo emergency surgery
to save him from being a
permanent cripple. Even after,
he was unable to use his arms.

“I was devastated and thought
I had nothing left in my life,”
Able admitted. After being
released from the hospital, Able
had to go through intense
physical therapy to learn how to

live without arms. He also started
attending church more often in an
effort to console himself.

“At first, recovery was
agonizing, but I was determined
and pulled through. I can’t let
past, unfortunate events dictate
the way I live the rest of my life. I
wanted to show what I’m capable
of, and this accident just led the
way,” Able said at an interview
on a Sunday morning.

Now with a new attitude and
fresh take on life, Able can focus
on his life-long dream; being an
accomplished artist. He devised a
way to paint, write, and sketch
using his head as his “hand” by
attaching a long pole with a
writing utensil at the end to a
helmet he wears. 

He spends long hours in his

garage creating
masterpieces
and finding
inspiration in
small places.
Able’s neighbors
are always
saying that when
the garage door
is open, Able is
inside, brewing
up ideas and
bringing his thoughts into reality.

“We are glad to have Able as
our neighbor. He is always so
kind, despite his injuries,” Kim, a
neighbor across the street, said.

Able is clearly living out his
dream. He has been painting for
about two weeks now and is
enjoying himself. Even though he
is injured, Able is always
optimistic.

News Writing

Continued on Page 9

The feature writing contest
was open to students in grades
3-8, who were asked to submit a
story about a person who has
impressed them or changed
their life, or a real person with
an unusual job, hobby or
experience.

“The range of feature
subjects this year was great.
From Lady Gaga, Roberto
Clemente and state Rep. Keith
Swerdfeger, just a great,
wide-ranging group of people ,”
said Nick Bonham, Pueblo

Page 8  Thursday, May 10 2012 Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain
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Feature Writing

First Place: Layne Martinez, Grade 3, Belmont
Elementary School, Pueblo

My stay-at-home Dad
Did you know, according to the

2010 U.S. Census, there are only
158,000 stay-at-home dads in the
entire country? That’s just
enough dads to fill up the town of
Pueblo!

My dad happens to be one of
them. My dad became a

stay-at-home parent the year I
was born, 2002. In September of
this year, he will be a
stay-at-home dad for 10 years and
he loves it! 

My dad used to do concrete

Continued on Page 10

Continued from Page 8

 Grades 3-5
 First Place:  Layne Martinez, Grade 3, Belmont

Elementary School, Pueblo
Second Place:  Jalynn Sharp, Grade 3, Belmont Elementary

School, Pueblo
Third Place:  Daria Milliken, Grade 3, Belmont Elementary

School, Pueblo
Honorable Mention
Anthony Pisciotta, Grade 5, North Mesa Elementary School,

Pueblo
Kinley Carter, Grade 5, North Mesa Elementary School,

Pueblo

Grades 6-8
First Place:  Jordyn Masters, Grade 8, Pleasant View Middle

School, Pueblo
Second Place:  Brian Davis, Grade 8, Pleasant View Middle School,

Pueblo
Third Place:  Kyle Romero, Grade 7, Corwin International Magnet

School, Pueblo
Honorable Mention
Britt Wren, Grade 7, Swink School, Swink
Michael Manzanares, Grade 7, Corwin International Magnet School,

Pueblo
Becca Edwards, Grade 7, Corwin International Magnet School,

Pueblo
Denin Mandarich, Grade 7, Corwin International Magnet School,

Pueblo 

Chieftain reporter. 
“There are some creative and

strong young writers out there.
When middle schoolers can
recognize great stories like a
grandpa who can play ping-pong
with a clipboard, or a
truck-driving aunt who

‘home-schooled’ her son on the
road and in the rig bunk, that
speaks volumes about creative
potential.”

Bonham shared judging duties
with Gayle Perez, Pueblo
Chieftain education reporter,
and Cathy Munoz, retired Pueblo
City Schools educator. 

Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain Thursday, May 10 2012  Page 9



!"!#!$%!"#$%&'()*"&+,'-%#.&'//,'!#012'!$3+'4$56'7)611",'!#012'!$3+21
28

94
6

&'()*+,'-.'/0*1)23-4/'5)-63-7)8(',-9)*+,0:-;()<)10'/=->?,@@(3-A8)B(@

flat work which means he created
garages, driveways, sidewalks
and steps. He did that job before
we were born and before he even
was a stay-at-home dad. This
made me wonder what a
stay-at-home dad does in a day
that could be so hard.

What does a day for my dad
look like? Well, he has to get us
up in the morning, help us with
breakfast, fix our hair, make our
lunches, and drive us to school. I
like when he drives us to school
because we don’t have to go on
the bus, we don’t have to walk,
and we get to listen to the radio.

Later on he does the laundry,
sweeps the floor, takes care of the
animals, and keeps the house
tidy. Time flies by and then he
has to pick us up from school. He
helps coach soccer, basketball
and baseball. 

Sometimes he helps with

homework,
gets us into
showers, and
before you
know it, he
tucks us in
for bed. Then
we wake up
and the day
starts again.

He says it
changed his
life in many
ways. “It allows me to go to my
kids’ school programs, lets me
take them to doctor
appointments, and I get to spend
more time with my kids.”   
According to my dad, “Being a
stay-at-home parent is lots of
work, but also rewarding.”

Now I know why my dad says
it’s harder work to be a
stay-at-home dad. Would you
rather work or be a stay-at-home
parent?

Continued from Page 9

My stay-at-home Dad Second Place: Jalynn Sharp, Grade 3, Belmont
Elementary School, Pueblo

William Thomas Sharp
I am writing about William

Thomas Sharp, my great, great,
great grandfather, also known as
“Sharpy,” who was born in 1838
and died in 1929.

I picked William Thomas
Sharp because he had
experienced a lot of great things
in his life. I got all of my
information from my grandma,
my auntie, and newspapers
articles that were written about
him. 

William came from Missouri
in 1868 to the Upper Huerfano
Valley. Sharpy was from a huge
family and had seventeen
brothers and sisters. Sharpy
served in the Confederate forces
during the Civil War. Sharpy
served under General Sterling

Price. He was
wounded early
in the Civil War
and was allowed
to leave the
confederate
army. 

William then
headed West by
wagon to heal from his injuries.
During his trip west he liked the
land now known as Colorado and
decided to make it his home. He
started the Buzzard Roost Ranch
with land given to him by four
different United States
Presidents. 

The Buzzard Roost Ranch was
built in 1870 before Colorado was

Continued on Page 11

Layne Martinez
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William Thomas Sharp
Continued from Page 10

equally. This helped him make
many friends with the Indians
like Chief Ouray. The Ute Chief
Ouray and his wife Chipita
always came and ate dinner with
Sharpy and his wife Katherine. 

William was known as a great
marksman and would have many
shooting contests with Chief
Ouray. 

Sharpy was a big livestock
person. He owned a lot of horses
and cattle. He was the very first
person to bring Hereford cattle
to Colorado and he raised a lot of
very good racing horses he
brought over from England and
France.

William was one of the people
to encourage the very first
Colorado State Fair. Sharpy
served as an official at the
Colorado State Fair for many

years. 
William and his wife Katherine

had three children, William,
Elizabeth, and Emma. Many
things about William have been
written by Louis L’Amour, Old
West magazine, and other books
about early Colorado.

My great, great, great
grandfather had a very exciting
life doing many different things.
He was wounded in the Civil
War, was a deputy sheriff in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, worked on
the telegraph poles in Wyoming,
gave meat to miners in California
and Oregon, led several cattle
drives from Mexico, and made
Colorado his home.

Continued on Page 14

Third Place: Daria Milliken, Grade 3, Belmont
Elementary School, Pueblo

Grandpa/businessman
My great, great grandfather

was a great, great businessman. 
He was born on July 5, 1893.

His name was Amos James
Overton. He was the oldest of
eleven kids. He grew up on a
plantation in Edenton, North
Carolina. The plantation
belonged to his dad. They grew
cotton, vegetables and fruit. 

Some of the former slaves
owned houses on the plantation
and still worked there. Amos
started working on the farm
when he was ten years old. He
was cared for by “Black Nanny”
who was very loving and kind. 

But Amos didn’t want to be a
farmer. He wanted to be a
businessman. So he started his
career at an early age. Since
there were no meat markets, he

hunted and
killed rabbits
with a slingshot,
which he then
sold to
neighbors for
food. 

He had to tie
his dogs up so
they wouldn’t
follow him and
scare the rabbits away. He made
one dollar for every two rabbits.
He then saved the dollars in old
books in their home library. Since
they lived on the plantation, there
was no place to spend it.

He continued this business
until he reached 9th grade. Then
he was drafted into the Army
during World War I. By the time

Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain Thursday, May 10 2012  Page 11



Feature Writing

Women can do anything!
Who says a woman can’t be a

semi truck driver? 
My cousin Loretta

Greensweight has one of the most
interesting jobs as a female truck
driver. Even though there have
been a lot of reasons why she
should quit, there are also many
reasons why she continues!

“My husband and I chose this
career to pay off our house,
because when driving a truck, we
can control how much we make,”
said Loretta. Loretta drives a
truck with her husband Kenny,
who switches driving with her
when she gets tired, and Kyle, her
step-son who her and her
husband homeschool in the bunk
of the truck.

She said to me that it was very
hard to adjust to this lifestyle.
“We had to stay out on the road
for three weeks at a time. We also
had to find ways to do laundry,
shower, cook, and learn how to
sleep in the bunk of the truck
while one of us is driving.

“Also adjusting to driving a
seventy-two foot commercial
vehicle and not being able to turn
around when we get lost,” states
Loretta.

“Eh, you’re a female, you
shouldn’t be driving a truck,” or

“this is a man’s job, not
for women!”
are just some of
the negative
things said to
Loretta.

“It’s scary to
drive a semi
with the
motoring
public not
knowing the
severity of a big
truck. Like
people cutting
us off then slamming on their
brakes when it takes us a whole
football field to come to a
complete stop.”

Loretta LOVES her new job
now! “I deliver Ford and General
Motors car parts to customers
whose cars are broken down and
waiting for parts. I also like my
job because I don’t have to deal
with a boss face to face. As long
as I do my job I never have to see
him!”

I love my cousin very much! I
also love how interesting her job
is and how strong she has been
adjusting to this brand new life
style. I can clearly say that my
cousin Loretta has a very
interesting job.

Uncle’s special talent
Some people have special

hobbies or jobs, but my Uncle
Bob had a special talent. He
could play ping-pong with a
clipboard. 

He also had superior
marksmanship, but he focused on
ping-pong to keep himself
entertained.

My uncle was born into a life
of farming and agriculture. His
plan was to devote his life to the
military. So when he turned
seventeen years old, he enlisted
in the military. So the day after
he turned seventeen, he enlisted.
Eight short months later, he said
goodbye and they shipped him
overseas. 

He served in Korea, Vietnam,
Operation Desert Storm, and he
retired after that because of his
age.

But back in the Korean War,
they were sitting around looking
for something to do. They found
an old ping-pong table and got
games going. But before games
started, they had the ball and the
paddles.

Bob said, “Just get me a
clipboard.” They fetched him a

clipboard and him and his staff
sergeant began playing. It was a
heated game, but when the dust
settled, Bob had won. 

From then on he took on any
and all comers. When he came
home from Korea, that’s all he
wanted to do. Play, play, play.

He taught everyone in my
family how to play and he was a
good ping-pong player until he
died. He died two years ago
March 1st because of the
poisonous gases the military used
in the wars. 

We all still remember him as
the best ping-pong player our
family ever had. Being a private in
the military at 17 and beating his
staff sergeant was incredible. His
talent was ping-pong and he was
good at it.

Clearly, my Uncle Bob had a
talent for ping-pong and he
carried it through his life until the
day he died. He tried many, many
other things but he enjoyed none
more than ping-pong. 

His life was the military and in
the military, his job was to fight.
But this was his one true talent.

An unusual job
Winter means money. Or at

least for my grandpa, who at 80
years, drags himself out of bed
and goes to look for antlers. 

Yes, antlers. Elk antlers. Antler
collecting has grown more
popular over the years and has
no intention of stopping.

My grandpa considers it a
part-time job. “If you’re lucky you
could make $30,000 in a year, if
you’re serious and you know who
you’re selling them to,” he says. 

My grandpa owns 851 acres of
prime hunting land. He hasn’t hit
the jackpot of $30,000, but he

makes an average of $5,000 a
year. “I’ve been doing this for 7
years, and it just keeps getting
better and better,” he said.

“I want to eventually find 6 big
antlers and make a chandelier.
They are worth double of the
antlers you put into them. For
example, if you have 6 big antlers
and you make a chandelier, it
would be worth 12 antlers. If you
have 6 antlers worth $3,000 and
you make a chandelier, it would
be worth $6,000 and the more
antlers that’s in the chandelier is

more of a payday for you.”
My grandpa goes in early May

and stays there for weeks at a
time. He owns a flat area in his
851 acres where it is rich with
antlers. He sells them to local bar
owners and Texas residents who
pay big money for them. 

It’s a ridiculously good
business to be in. Some people
don’t go to college and they make
a living out of this job. My uncle,
aunt, cousin, and sometimes my
mom and dad go looking for

Continued on Page 14

Jordyn
Masters

First Place: Jordyn Masters, Grade 8, Pleasant
View Middle School, Pueblo

Second Place:  Brian Davis, Grade 8,
Pleasant View Middle School, Pueblo

Third Place: Kyle Romero, Grade 7, Corwin
International Magnet School, Pueblo
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bought a camera and found a way
to make money. He used to take
pictures of the soldiers for their
families.

After the war, he returned
home and started a department
store with two other men. Then
he got married and wanted to
start a family. But he had to be
gone for three weeks because his
wife was very sick. The two other
men took the money and business
for themselves. 

He used the tiny bit of money
he had left to buy some bulk dry
goods that he stored in a room of
their house. This was the
beginning of a wholesale business
that became Overton Wholesale
that was the major supplier for
the mountain region.

He liked to grow roses, grapes

and azaleas. He sent his son to
business school, and flew on the
first commercial plane flight. He
died in 1970 and left a legacy of
business smarts for his family.

Continued from Page 11

Grandpa/businessman

antlers. 
“It is a contest and tough one

at that. They blend in with the
environment and it is like trying
to find a needle in a haystack. If
you look in the right areas like
by trees and unusual shapes in
the snow, you will find them.”

Always look near trees; the
elk rubs his antlers on the trees
and it is usually the spot where
they come off. Look for missing
bark on the trees. Look for
unusual shapes in the snow. 

There are many tricks to
finding them, but it is still very
hard. Often the best thing to do
is wait until the snow melts,
then go look for them. 

Another trick is to scout your
area before going. If deer are in
your area, you need to go up
another 1000 feet, then you will
see the elk antlers. With all the

antlers we find at our farm, it’s
not even funny. 

We’ll go every season there is
and continue to hunt for antlers.

My grandpa grew up in the
outdoors and he is always looking
to benefit from it. This was his
life and it still is his life since he
was a little kid. Picking up antlers
means just as much to him as
looking back at his childhood. He
picked up antlers for fun when he
was little; now he does this to
make money. 

He still thinks back to his
childhood sometimes and what he
did. So picking up antlers to make
a buck here and there is more to
him than just that. It reconnects
him to when he was a kid and
that’s all he wants to do is live the
rest of his life well, no matter
how long it may be.

Grandfather
Amos James
Overton was a
great
businessman who
left a lasting
legacy of service
and success.

An unusual job
Continued from Page 12
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Opinion Writing 
Students in grades 9-12 had a

choice of three topics for the
opinion writing contest:

• Pick one rule at your school
that needs to be changed and
explain why.

• What is the best thing or the
worst thing about being a teenager
today?

• An issue of your own choice.
Pueblo School District No. 70

Administrator Ginger Andenucio
shared the opinion-writing judging
duties with Pueblo Chieftain
editorial page editor Chuck
Campbell and Pueblo Chieftain
Managing Editor Steve Henson.

“The entries in this year’s
competition were very good, and it
was especially difficult to select
the top winners,” said Henson.
“The overall winner showed a
great presentation of the issue —
animal cruelty — and used
statistics and emotion to persuade
readers that this is an issue worth
caring about.”

First Place: Heather
Estrada, Grade 9, Swink
School, Swink

Second Place: Lauren
Proctor, Grade 9, Swink
School, Swink

Third Place: Kyler Rice,
Grade 10, Swink School,
Swink

Honorable Mention
Leah Roberson, Grade 9,

Swink School, Swink
Rhett Larsen, Grade 11,

Swink School, Swink
Bryan Denton, Grade 11,

Swink School, Swink 
Clint Herman, Grade 11,

Swink School, Swink
Brandy Holm, Grade 9,

Swink School, Swink

Animal cruelty: Stop!
Animal

cruelty in the
world is
rising at an
alarming
rate. In the
United States
alone there
are
approxi-
mately five
million to
seven million
animals put into shelters due to
abandonment. 

Of all the animals put into
shelters nationwide, three
million to four million are
humanely euthanized. Cruelty
to animals needs to be
addressed by all 50 states and
stronger laws need to be
established. I believe that
cruelty to animals is just as bad
as cruelty to humans.

There
are
believed to
be 75 mil-
lion dogs
and 85 mil-
lion cats
owned in
the United
States
alone. In
the U.S.,
there are
approxi-
mately 2,000 animal cruelty cases
reported each year. Of these ani-
mal cruelty cases 64.5% were
cases involving dogs, 18%
involved cats and 25% involved
other animals.

The sad part is that these are
just the cases that get reported.
The abuse cases that don’t get

First Place: Heather Estrada, Grade 9, Swink School, Swink

Heather Estrada

Continued on Page 18
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Opinion Writing 
Second Place: Lauren Proctor, Grade 9, Swink School,
Swink

Our generation’s reputation:
will it be remembered as bad?

states in the U.S. and the District
of Columbia have laws against
animal cruelty, but three states
do not. 

The three states — Idaho,
North Dakota and South Dakota
— don’t have felony charges for
animal cruelty. All states need to
have felony charges for animal
cruelty. It’s unfair to animals that
humans can beat them and hurt
them until they can’t move or
can’t even run away. 

Animals have feelings just like
we do and why is it that they
have no one to be a voice for
them?

Animal cruelty is on the rise in
America but why do we Ameri-
cans choose to avoid the issue?
The people in the United States
should confront the issue and fix
it. We need to add and pass more
laws against cruelty to animals.
People need to have better
awareness about what goes on in
their community. They shouldn’t
be afraid to report any animal
abuse within the community. 

Let’s all take a stand against
animal cruelty and fight for the
souls that can’t speak for
themselves.

Animal cruelty: Stop! How do you think our
generation will be remembered?
Personally, when I look around
me it makes me sad. In the news
you hear about awful things such
as teens committing suicide,
school shootings, acts of
terrorism, and bullying. 

Now, are incidents like this
going to represent our
generation? With sorrow I have
to say yes, because when I look
back at other generations it
seems that the bad stuff is always
the first thing remembered and
talked about.

What stands out in our
generation? Is it the amount of
gang violence and the crimes and
felonies committed by teenagers?
Or perhaps it’s the fact that the
national high school dropout
percentage is 30%? 

I know one thing that makes
me mad: my generation’s lack of
respect for elders, traditions, and
our country. Also, whatever
happened to manners? When did
it become appropriate to swear
on T.V. or in front of children?
Or to not be expected to open
the door just to be nice, or to be
courteous?

What about morals and goals?
Personally, I have goals in my
life that I want to achieve and to
get those goals I need to get good
grades. Yet for some reason I
know a lot of kids who don’t care
about their grades; the most
important thing for them is
staying up late playing video

games while their homework and
past assignments lay next to their
backpack uncompleted.

It is just disappointing that
they don’t even try! Honestly
when a teacher assigns home-
work, I
don’t think
about doing
it or not, I
just do it. I
don’t
understand
why some
people
don’t have
that same
drive. Do
they not
understand that colleges don’t
really want to let in someone
who couldn’t pass their classes?
Surely they must see the conse-
quences of not trying to get an
education; most jobs require a
college education!

In our modern time we have
so many great opportunities and
we’re in a great country that
doesn’t discriminate! Why is our
generation passing these oppor-
tunities up and behaving like
this?

Now I ask you:  who, as the
future of America and the world,
who do we children look up to?
Think about it. As a parent do
you swear in front of your four-
year-old? As a varsity athlete and
the star of your team whom little
kids in recreation sports look up
to, do you do steroids or smoke
pot on the weekend? 

What a great example you are.
As you look into the innocent
face of your brother, your cousin,
your kid, or even a kid you’ve
never seen before who thinks
you’re the coolest person ever,
realize that they will mimic what
you do and try to be like you.

So I ask you to do me a favor
to make the world just a little
better — set a good example.

Continued from Page 15
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Opinion Writing 

Third Place: Kyler Rice, Grade 10, Swink School, Swink

Opinions and judgments based on appearance
Every day people judge others

by their looks. If someone has
dreadlocks, automatically it is
assumed that person is a drug
user. People will then shun him
or her and expect them to be a
source of drugs.

However, a hair style should
not be a major contributor to the
way others see that person
because in reality he or she may
be a very responsible,
outstanding person. 

Some stigmas are associated
with various types of dress and
physical abnormalities.

Different styles of clothing
such as baggy jeans and bigger
clothes can cause stereotyping.
Some people wear bigger
clothing to be known as a

gangster or thug, but others wear
this style because they feel
comfortable or just like the way
they look with baggier clothes
rather than tight clothes.

For example, I prefer bigger
and baggier clothes myself for the
comfort of not having the feeling
like the pants are pressed up
against my legs, feeling
uncomfortable to walk or move
around. 

In 2010 a man named “General”
Larry Platt created the song,
“Pants on the Ground,” making it
easier to stereotype others. 

Another style is skater clothes,
which consist of leg-hugging
jeans and really tight but small
shirts. Not all skaters wear this
style of clothing, but most do.

Some people think of them as
druggies as well as hippies or
thugs, when in reality this person
can be a very respectful and
generous person.

Secondly, people are judged by
their physical features such as
deformation, moles, pimples, or
skin cancer. Some people are
born with deformations of not
having fingers, legs, arms, or
many more forms of deformation.
If a man is walking on the
sidewalk and someone is walking
the opposite way toward that
person, they might say something
criticizing or think of something
criticizing. 

Same thing goes with people
with pimples or moles as if they
were disgusting and nasty people.
Some think people with pimples

don’t wash
their bodies or
face properly,
making them
dirty people,
when it could
be a gene
problem or just
something that
person cannot
control; same as
having a mole or moles.

People should not stereotype
others in any way until they get
to know the person and who they
really are. There is more to
people than what meets the eye,
meaning someone could dress or
look in an unconvincing way, but
in reality that person could be
the best friend or worker for you
out of anyone else you know.
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Ad Design
First Place:  Wyatt

Murph, Grade 4,
Washington
Elementary School,
Canon City

Second Place: 
Daria Milliken, Grade
3, Belmont Elementary
School, Pueblo

Third Place: 
Jaleigha Martinez,
Grade 4, Beulah
Heights Elementary
School, Pueblo

The Design-an-Ad contest challenges
students to use their creative skills for a
unique and challenging learning opportu-
nity through. The contest calls on stu-
dents to produce an advertisement for a
sponsoring business. This program
exposes the students to the real world of
advertising and marketing.

Dave Solon Nissan/Subaru of Pueblo
has been an advertiser in this publication
for the past six years. The ad the com-
pany selected for publication won a first-
place prize for the middle school divi-
sion. The ad was created by Melissa
Waggener, an 8th grade student at Con-
nect Charter School in Pueblo.

“We value being a part of the Pueblo
community and Classroom Chieftain. It
not only allows us to support our educa-
tional industry, but it also allows us to
help impart valuable business concepts
to our children,” said Jeremy Hamm of
Dave Solon Nissan. 

“We love seeing the innovative mar-

keting directions the children come up
with, and our employees and customers
enjoy the display of the children’s
artwork and voting for a winner.” 

Melissa’s teacher at Connect School
is Nicole Roberts. She and her fellow
teachers have had their students enter
the Classroom Chieftain Design-an-ad
contest for the past several years. Here
is why they love to participate:  “This
contest allows our students to
participate in real-world
writing/advertising, and as a part of the
writing process, we encourage our
students to publish their writing.”

Lloyd Romero, former Pueblo
Chieftain creative services artist;
Pueblo Chieftain Promotions Director
Tracey Mattoon-Amos; promotions
intern Angelina Arriaga-Lucero, and
Pueblo Chieftain Newspapers in
Education coordinator Kelly Brace-Taft
selected the first, second and third
place winners in three separate grade
level categories.

Wyatt Murph

Melissa Waggener

First Place:  Melissa
Waggener, Grade 8,
Connect School,
Pueblo 

Second Place: 
Devon Mraovich,
Grade 8, Pleasant View
Middle School, Pueblo

Third Place:  Julia
Moore, Grade 8,
Connect School,
Pueblo

Grades 9-12

Grades 6-8

First Place:  Jack Hawkins, Grade 12, Granada
School, Granada 

Second Place:  Megan Meek, Grade 11, Canon City
High School, Canon City

Third Place:  Katie Romano, Grade 11, Canon City
High School, Canon City

Honorable Mention:
Negeen Ahmadian, Grade 7, Corwin International

Magnet School, Pueblo
Konnor Regan, Grade 7, Fremont Middle School,

Florence
Isabelle Castro, Grade 7, Fremont Middle School,

Florence
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Cartooning
First Place:  Sammy

Meehan, Grade 4,
McClelland School, Pueblo

Second Place:  Mikaela
Daugherty, Grade 3,
McClelland School, Pueblo

Third Place:  Lexi
Williams, Grade 4,
McClelland School, Pueblo

Honorable Mention
Paige Minuhin, Grade 3,

McClelland School, Pueblo
Marisa Grimaldo, Grade

5, Park View Elementary
School, Pueblo

Barbara Sellers, Grade 5,
Park View Elementary
School, Pueblo

The Classroom Chieftain
Cartooning contest was open to
all students in grades 3-12, who
were asked to design an original
cartoon that conveyed a
message or moral, entertained,
or made a political statement.

“As is the case in all of our
contests, it is obvious the
teacher presenting the task
makes all the difference to the
creative effort,” said Tim
Acosta, Pueblo Chieftain
graphics tech manager. “The
aspiring cartoonists gave us
hard choices to make in
selecting winning entries. Hope
you enjoy them.”

Acosta and Justin Morenz,
Pueblo Chieftain artist, selected
the winning cartoonists this
year. 

First Place:  Aniessa Vialpando,
Grade 6, Pleasant View Middle
School, Pueblo

Second Place:  Lyndsey Dussart,
Grade 8, Pleasant View Middle
School, Pueblo

Third Place:  Brooklynn
Enriquez, Grade 7, Corwin
International Magnet School, Pueblo

Honorable Mention
Charlie Allen, Grade 6, Pleasant

View Middle School, Pueblo
Jarrett Hildebrand, Grade 8,

Pleasant View Middle School,
Pueblo

Santiago Villegas Mondragon,
Grade 7, Corwin International
Magnet School, Pueblo

Danyka Fetty, Grade 8, Pleasant
View Middle School, Pueblo

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12
First Place:  Brian Gauna,

Grade 10, Swink School,
Swink

Second Place:  Brandon
Rorick, Grade 10, Swink
School, Swink

Third Place:  Tasha
Groves, Grade 10, Swink
School, Swink

Honorable Mention
Madeline Jacquart, Grade

10, Swink School, Swink
Tina Erdelyi, Grade 12,

Swink School, Swink
Carly McCormack, Grade

10, Swink School, Swink

 Grades 3-5
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Brian Gauna

Aniessa
Vialpando

Cartooning

Sammy Meehan, Grade 4, McClelland
School, Pueblo

Aniessa Vialpando, Grade 6,
Pleasant View Middle School,
Pueblo

Brian Gauna, Grade 10, Swink
School, Swink

Sammy Meehan

Congratulations, 
young cartoonists!

 Grades 3-5
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Daria Milliken, Grade 3
Belmont Elementary School, Pueblo

Grades 3-5

Mikaela Daugherty, Grade 3, McClelland School, Pueblo

Lyndsey
Dussart,
Grade 8,
Pleasant

View
Middle
School,
Pueblo

Grades 6-8
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Cartooning

Brandon Rorick, Grade 10,
Swink School, Swink

Brooklynn Enriquez, Grade 7, Corwin International Magnet School,
Pueblo

Grades 9-12

Grades 6-8
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Lexi Williams, Grade 4, McClelland
School, Pueblo

Cartooning
Grades 3-5

Tasha Groves, Grade 10, Swink School, Swink

Grades 9-12

Congratulations, 
young cartoonists!
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Cover Design 
The Cover Design Contest was open to

students in grades 2-12. Entries needed to
include the name “Classroom Chieftain
2012” and the drawing needed a focus on
reading and the newspaper. 

Students were able use any kind of
artistic medium to enhance their creative
and often very clever ideas. 

Every year the entries offer a wide
variety of artistic talent and great displays
of imagination.

“I was impressed with the quality and
color all around this year,” said Heath
Adler, former Pueblo Chieftain graphic
tech. “We had some particularly well
done entries from a certain area. I think
there’s something in the water there —
along with some great guidance and
educators with great motivation and
ability as well.”

This year’s contest was judged by Adler
along with Tim Acosta, Chieftain graphic
tech manager, and Kelly Brace-Taft,
Newspapers in Education coordinator.

 First Place:  Carly McCormack,
Grade 10, Swink School, Swink

Second Place:  Torrey Davis,
Grade 10, Swink School, Swink 

Third Place:  Mya Coca, Grade 7,
Corwin International Magnet School,
Pueblo

Honorable Mention:
Davis Rice, Grade 7, Corwin

International Magnet School, Pueblo
Sarah Tatum, Grade 11, Swink

School, Swink
Stephen Mathews, Grade 10, Swink

School, Swink
Kelleton Kirkland, Grade 12, Swink

School, Swink
Alexandra Wright, Grade 12, Swink

School, Swink
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Second Place:  Torrey Davis, Grade 10, Swink School,
Swink

Third Place:  Mya Coca, Grade 7, Corwin
International Magnet School, Pueblo

Honorable Mention: Davis Rice, Grade 7,
Corwin International Magnet School, Pueblo

Honorable Mention: Sarah Tatum, Grade 11, Swink
School, Swink
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News Writing
Honorable Mention
Angel Vigil, Grade 5
Park View Elementary School, Pueblo

Fifth grade going to Beulah
Sniff. Sniff. Have you ever

gone to Beulah Mountain Park
and smelled the trees? If you
have you would know Ranger
Bob, Ranger Pine, and Ranger
Cool. They are all polite and
knowledgeable rangers, but
sometimes they will make you
hike for a very long time.

They will show you where to
go like to the pond, canyon, and
the mountains. If you get to go
and meet them, you are a very
lucky person.

Sometimes you hike when it’s
cold, sunny and warm. If you
ever walk when there is lots of
snow and walk in the basketball

court, you better hope that you
have two pairs of socks, gloves
and a big heavy jacket. If you
don’t have those, then I wish you
good luck.

If you ever go on a hot sunny
day, you better take a big water
bottle because, trust me, the
rangers will make you hike a long
time. The rangers will also teach
you about nature and animals.
The best part is, you get to look
for which animals make what foot
prints.

Traveling on the bus to get
there is an adventure in itself.
Continued on Page 31

Honorable Mention: Stephen Mathews, Grade 10, Swink
School, Swink

Honorable Mention: Kelleton Kirkland, Grade 12,
Swink School, Swink
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News Writing

You could see deer, the beautiful
trees and really explore nature
and see the land you live in. 

Go outside to nature and make
your own discovery and enjoy
the land. I know that if you get a
chance to go to Beulah, you will
love it because it makes you feel
free and gives you a chance to
enjoy nature.

The reason I like it is because
I get to see new creatures that I
had never seen before like a
black squirrel and a black and
white squirrel. They are very
awesome. 

I just hope you get to go and
see what Beulah is like, and learn
about nature and all of its
animals.

Fifth grade
going to
Beulah

Continued from Page 30

Honorable Mention
Marwan Morales, Grade 5
Park View Elementary School, Pueblo

The gift of the giving at holiday season
Rrrring! Rrrring! Christmas is

coming and Park View is having a
Santa Segunda. Our school gives
away presents, too. Nothing is
wrong with that. Park View just
wants to celebrate Christmas, too.

Every year the Santa Segunda
has different stuff. Me, myself
always try to buy stuff from there
because there’s a bunch of cool
things. Yeah, even though they
aren’t clean and all, they’re still
good to buy. 

The stuff sold is second hand.
That’s why it’s called Santa
Segunda.

Even if you don’t need to buy
something from the store, just
before Christmas break come on
by to Park View Elementary and
buy some amazing things. They
might look like Goodwill stuff.
But it’s something to buy, though.

Here’s one downfall though;  it
only comes once a year. Don’t be
too late this year.

If you need to know where to
find it, I’ll give you some
directions. It’s on 9th St. at Park
View Elementary. 

It doesn’t start for a while

though. So hold your horses, for
about 8 months. 

And if you don’t like it, you
don’t have to come back. It’s your
decision if you want to come. Our
school, we won’t make you come.
You’re your own boss.

One reason why I’m talking to
you is I just want you and your
family to have more presents. Do
you know how things are
becoming expensive? Park View
Elementary School puts it on for
sale. 

Thank you for your
cooperation.

Classroom Chieftain/The Pueblo Chieftain Thursday, May 10 2012  Page 31



2129204

K
at

ie
 R

om
an

o,
 G

ra
de

 1
1,

 C
an

on
 C

ity
 H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l, 

C
an

on
 C

ity


	A01SS0510.pdf
	A02SS0510.pdf
	A03SS0510.pdf
	A04SS0510.pdf
	A05SS0510.pdf
	A06SS0510.pdf
	A07SS0510.pdf
	A08SS0510.pdf
	A09SS0510.pdf
	A10SS0510.pdf
	A11SS0510.pdf
	A12SS0510.pdf
	A13SS0510.pdf
	A14SS0510.pdf
	A15SS0510.pdf
	A16SS0510.pdf
	A18SS0510.pdf
	A19SS0510.pdf
	A20SS0510.pdf
	A21SS0510.pdf
	A22SS0510.pdf
	A23SS0510.pdf
	A24SS0510.pdf
	A25SS0510.pdf
	A26SS0510.pdf
	A27SS0510.pdf
	A28SS0510.pdf
	A29SS0510.pdf
	A30SS0510.pdf
	A31SS0510.pdf
	A32SS0510.pdf

